
 

 

 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR ACCREDITATION AS A RISK ASSESSOR FAQs  
(Frequently Asked Questions)  
 
 
Q. How much will I get paid and can I claim travel and subsistence expenses? 
A. The High Court is responsible for the remuneration of RMA Accredited Risk 

Assessors appointed for the purposes of a risk assessment in terms of Sections 
210B-H of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995. 

 
 It is the RMA’s current understanding that when undertaking this work, the RMA 

Accredited Risk Assessor will receive: 
 

 £100.00 per hour for work done in assembling the information, interviewing and 
preparing report and necessary travel time:   

 41.5p per mile for the cost of travel at ‘private standard rate’ in a motor car:  

 Other travel costs, bus/train etc on production of a relevant receipt. 

 Overnight accommodation costs, where necessary, up to a maximum of £87 per 
night, except in exceptional circumstances where additional costs may be 
applicable, on production of the relevant receipt. 

 
 Further information about travel and subsistence should be sought from the Deputy 
 Principal Clerk of Justiciary.   
 
Q. Is there a closing date for applications? 
A. No.  The accreditation of assessors will be an ongoing process. 
 
Q. How long will accreditation status last? 
A.   The initial period of accreditation will be for 12 months.  At the end of this period 
 assessors must make submissions (CPD Log, Assessment Log and Assessment 
 Reports) to renew their accreditation. If successfully renewed after the initial 12 
 months, the Assessor’s  accreditation status will be subject to a three-yearly renewal 
 cycle.   
 
Q. Who pays for our risk assessment tools? 
A. It is the responsibility of the RMA Accredited Risk Assessor to purchase any tools or 
 equipment necessary to carry out the Risk Assessment and prepare the Risk 
 Assessment Report. 
 
Q. How long will I have to produce a risk assessment report? 
A. When a Judge makes a Risk Assessment Order (RAO), the High Court will adjourn 
 for up to 90 days. The court will appoint an RMA Accredited Risk Assessor to carry 
 out a risk assessment and report back to the court in the form of a Risk Assessment 
 Report (RAR), submitting it no less than 14 days before the end of the adjournment 
 period (the Court will advise the Assessor of the date). 
 
Q. How many working days will it take to produce a risk assessment report? 
A. The time taken to produce the report will vary depending on the complexity of the 

case.  However, we currently anticipate that an assessment may take between 40 
and 56 hours. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Q. How will the Court choose an RMA Accredited Risk Assessor? 
A. The RMA will maintain a register of Accredited Risk Assessors to be used by the 

 Scottish Court Service and Officers of the Court.  The Register will include the self-
nominated areas of interest and also the availability of assessors.  

 
Q. I live and work in England, am I eligible to be an RMA Accredited Assessor? 
A. Those professionals who meet the criteria and competencies as set out in the 

 accreditation framework will be eligible for accreditation.   However, you should note 
 that to complete a risk assessment you will be required to meet with the offender on 
 at least three occasions.  

  
 In addition, travel to Scotland will be mandatory where it may be necessary to 

facilitate a multi-disciplinary meeting. It should also be noted that when the Court 
comes to appoint an Assessor, geographical location may be a consideration. 
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